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The above 1888 (verified) lithograph could be termed an excellent example of the art of the 
lithographer, prior to the turn of the century. It is currently on display in the Hertzberg 
Circur Collection of the San Antonio Public Library. 
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The European Influence on the American 
Circus Parade 


By Richard E. Conover 


OR Ss ed 


Photo No, 1—Tableau Wagons of the type brought to America in 1864 by Seth B. Howes. Photograph by 
courtesy of Anthony Hippisley-Coxe. 


The first phase ubject which | have chosen to call with sunburst wheels. We have only two advertising cuts which 
the European Influence began in 1864 with the importation ubsiantially agree, and oa special 


12-page, non-illustrated 
of our first tableau wagons from England. This activity con pamphlet that rambles 


on for 2000 words without agreeing in 
tinued for about twenty years with the result that many of any detail with the cuts (all dated 1847) to convince us that 
better documented and most nborate ta ] re of a work of art that ‘‘outshone the triumphal chariots 
manufacture. The 1 e of this influence oc 
the early year f thi ntury when cert Europea 184 t k ; A 
Fart served os: the’ models’ On: a few domestically bullk paved B48, Stephenson built a similar bandwagon for Welch, 
wagons. However, even before this first “Invasion,” the Ameri Delavan & Nathan (ref: my cut appearing in page 15 of Fox's 
Ean circus, parade. had bean devaloplia.in, ltecomacattemnrt Circus Parades, also in the Bandwagon for March 1953). By 
eRe rane ativg oa 1850, practically every show of any importance had a band 
’ wagon to lead its parade. It, followed by all of the animal 
The earliest known record in this country of a F “ cages that the show could muster, and interspersed on occasions 
that might be termed a circus par ade is a cut adve rtising with mounted riders, was about all there was to it. Early in the 
Purdy, Welch, Macomber & Co. that appeared in the Albany same decade, an organ wagon called the Apollonicon appeared 
(N.Y.), Argus in 1837. Thi pala which was discovered | KS 4 on the Spaulding & Rogers Circus. When Seth B. Howes, the 
Blurtevant end ja fia alge aF F syteuite nt SHE American showman who was responsible for most of the rea 
fifteen musicians riding twelve! horse and one elephant. We ons for this article, moved hi w t England in 1857, he 
could presume that musicians continued parade mounted took an Apolloncon with him. A al 857, appeared the 
until 1847, a date which now appears to be correct for the team calliope, an American product that never found sub 
introduction of the first ornamental ba n. This vehicle tantial acceptance abroad. That » the last important de 
built by J Stephenson of New Y the Raymond velopment on the American f 4 ene before | introduce 
& Waring Circus, w 1 shell-type, ca affair, possibly ny subject 
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Photo No. 2—Advertising Cut from an 1869 Great Euro- 
pean Herald. Photograph by courtesy of Chappie Fox. 


Photo No. 3—Advertising Cut from a Great European 
Herald, circa 1867. 


Photo No. 4—Advertising Cut from reverse side of the 
same herald as photograph No. 3. 
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THE HOWES EUROPEAN CIRCUS OF 1864 


It has long been established that when Seth B. Howes 
returned with his Great European Circus in 1864, after a seven 
year sojourn in England, he brought back some fine parade 
equipment. Included in this were the first tableau wagons to 
appear in America. There has been, for two generations at 
least, considerable confusion about the identity of these wag- 
ons. One could conjecture about what they might look like 
from three illustrations we have that appeared in two Great 
European Heralds. The two heralds are now in Sarasota, the 
one from which the cut of the Globe Tableau (Photo No. 2) 
was copied being at the Museum of the American Circus, while 
the others which carried the cuts of the Golden Horse and the 
Three-Tiered tableaus (Photos 3 and 4) currently seems to be 
lost somewhere around The Circus Hall of Fame, However | am 
fortunate in having a photostat of it which the late George 
Chindah! gave me several years ago. 


The fact that one of these drawings was af a globe tableau 
led to the origin and subsequent perpetuation of the erroneous 
conclusion that the Big Globe Telescoping Tableau (Photo No. 
6). that was new on the Howes Great London Circus of 1871, 
was a part of this 1864 importation. In my 1956 publication 
THE TELESCOPING TABLEAUS, now out of print, | strove to 
point out the error of this conclusion; but in doing so, | could 
not completely account for a second Globe Tableau (second, 
that is, besides the original configuration of the Five Graces 
that obviously existed. 


The discovery, about 1951 by George Chindahl, of the 
Wisconsin Dells picture of the so-called Golden Horse Band 
wagon (Photo No. 5) licensed us to place more faith in the 
pictorials of the Great European heralds. It then became prob 
able that there were ot least three major wagons in the set 
especially since fragmentary descriptions of them have turned 
up in newspaper accounts 


The attraction that received the most comments in the 
press was the Three-Tiered vehicle. It commanded attention 
because an uncaged lion was ridden on the top deck, reclining 
at the feet of his mistress impersonating the Goddess of Liberty, 
all surrounded by a bevy of girls seated on the lower decks 
While this was all intended to awe the townspeople and tingle 
their spines a bit over the idea of mixing cats with ‘kittens,’ 
this particular lion seems to have been docile—so tame, in 
fact, that when the wheel came off the wagon in front of the 
Tribune office in Chicago, thereupon tumbling the Goddes: 
her court, and the lion into the street, the cat was the least 
perturbed of all and patiently waited for someone to come and 
get him 


The quest to identify the vehicles on the Howes Show 
received a major assist in August 1959 when Mr. Hippisley 
Coxe, British Circus Historian and fellow member in the Union 
des Historiens du Cirque, sent me an ancient photograph 
No.1) from the British Sanger Circus. There can now be but 
little doubt that was the intention to illustrate these two 
and the Golden Horse tableaus in the Great European heralds 
The heralds, coupled with the dozen pertinent newspaper com 
ments that | have already corralled, definitely prove that either 
these Sanger wagons or two almost exactly like them were on 
the 1864 Howes Show. Those interested in doing a little mi 
croscopic probing will note that the mud-board in the Wiscon 
sin Dells picture is almost identical to that on the Three-Tiered 
vehicle in photograph No. 1, an identity that strongly suggests 
that all three vehicles were made by the same manufacturer 


After pursuing all currently available leads, including a 
visit to England in September 1960, | have been unable to 
definitely determine whether the two Howes wagons were dup 
licates of, or second-hand from, Sanger. However, the majority 
of the evidence points toward the second-hand hypothesis 
While in England, | visited Mr. James Sanger, now aged 91, 
the youngest son of Lord John Sanger who, with his brother 
George, jointly operated the Sanger Circus for many years 
Mr. James Sanger had no recollection of the wagons in the 
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picture, nor would he have had if they were sold Howe 
six years before he was born. At the same time s obviou: 
that he has vivid memories about the old S how, ever 
going so far as to volunteer information about the sale f the 
pony float to Forepaugh (ref: my article ALLEGORICAL PONY 
DRAWN PARADE FLOAT in September-October 1960 Band 
wagon, page 8) and Adam Forepaugh, Jr date at Covent 
Garden with his clown elephant i 1959 pam 
phlet THE GREAT FOREPAUGH SHOW a) Also, a 
Sanger recalls it [ f the shows in their 
own wagon: Thi partially account f 

plete lack of intere ur British contemporaries in the his 
tory of their parade r the builders of their parade equipment 
In fact have been told by s f there 

parade wagon still in existence in the Britist les, nor there 
anyone who is an authority on the subject. S appears that 
this is a matter that could ha best been solved a historian 
of a previous generation, bec ne left 
either in England or in the Unite 

recollection of these vehicle 


After the 1864 
Howe connection with 
history of the wagon 
sold out to a firm knc ] la Bailey 
Lewis June, Avery Smith, a Nathan efore 1867 
and it now appr s that the just before 
the St. Louis opening in 1865 
other show they divided uf € r ] n *] 
the Golden H iley Circu: 
and retaining three-decker nt sreat European, The 
Globe Tableau was on and off the Great Eur in fact, the 
earliest mention uncovered to date has it or known a 
Howes Olympian Circus whict playing Chicago in 1865 
concurrently with the St. L 4c Great European 


Bandwagon 


It was, however, back on the latter show 1868 and listed 
along with the Three-Tiered tableau, with the show property t 
be auctioned off by the Flatfoots in Mar 1872 at Lancaster 
Pennsylvania. At this sale, most of the property was bid in by 
the firm because it was not bringing satisfactory prices; and 
these two tableaus are last heard from in the li f property 


that was re-advertised a ye later 


It is quite certain that there were tw ther tableau: 
this set even though n advertising cut photographs have 
turned up on them. One of these was the Chinese Car of Con 
fucius which the Detroit Free Press for May 10, 1864, describe 
as a vehicle with exquisite carving 1e0 Juildings, and 
beautifully painted panels depicting notable events in Ameri 
can and European history. It was further embellished with 
several young ladies attired in L 1 costumes. Thi 
chariot continues to be mentioned n then in the ma 
terial that | have through 1870. The { tableau was the 
Neptune Chariot, the first of possibly that name 
another one of those situations that makes the tracing of wagon 
history interesting. Of the others, one was on the Yankee 
inson Circu f 1868-69 and two were on the Barnum Circu 
the latter show having one beginning with 
a different one after 1881. Actually, the circumstances 
such that one Neptune Chariot, or two at the m uld have 
been sufficient to account for 


about this later 


THE HOWES GREAT LONDON CIRCUS OF 1871 


Seth B. Howe eems to have gone int 


semi-retirement 
after he sold his Great European to the Flatfoots and left the 
active management of his later circuses to his twin nephews 
Elbert and Egbert Howe These nephews were twe f the 
thirteen children of Nathan A. Howes fe ther of Seth 
and also an early circus manager. Seth B., himself, lived until 
1901 and died a wealthy man. The Clipper for February 12 
1870, tells us that Egbert, under an engagement to Seth 


196] 
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Photo No. 5—The Golden Horse Bandwagon, taken in 
Wisconsin Dells, Wis., in 1868 by the Bennett Studios of 
that city. 


Photo No. 6—Globe Telescoper imported in 1871 for the 
Howes Great London Circus. Photograph by courtesy 
of Otto Schieman. 


Photo No. 7—Elephant Telescoping Tableau imported in 
1871 for the Howes Great Londan Circus. Photograph also 
by courtesy of Otto Schieman. 





had sailed recently for Er 
under the Howes & Cushing 
1857-63. Later issue f the 
pened in Liverpool on the 19th 
through September 


Evidentally, this trig 
prin 

»f elaborate equipment th 
the Howes Great London Circu 
has never 
telescopin 
PING T 
pony 
PARADE 
mirrored 
was wrecked 1 
Cinderella Coact 

The nephews had an inter 
1873 then sold out complete 
Barnum wt inverted it t 
however, had a big interest 
This corrects an erroneous date for 
page 2 of my 1957 pamphlet, THE 
BAILEY That pamphlet a utline 
of Howes Great Londor 


parade equipment became identified 


ind trace 


how 


THE VAN AMBURGH BANDWAGON 


Now that we ha 
Great London Circu 


| am digressing fr 








Page 


thi 2 
AFFAIR 

the sut 
th 


with 


time 


cumstances of an important phase 
better-known earlier bandwagon 

h Gre Iden Chariot as it wa 

issued about 1866, the 

¢ New York. This par 

curate as evidence by phote 

turned up on Barnum & Bailey 

i its career on the Rhoda 

r me time, Bill W icock 

peculating on how the wagor 

rnum & Bailey where it first appeared 

r Illinois, in 1891, and later in the 

very recently in fact 


to a highly plausible 


delve into much detail 

Menagerie the particular 

f the title) managed by 

about 1856. By 1865, they 

3 known within professiona 

ther the Green. The sub 

for the Red unit, was described in 


24, 1866. The firm previously had 


instructed 


least early as 1862 which, pre 


n the Green Show. In a personal letter 


ember 1871 ne of a dozen recently 
available t by Chalmer Condon), he 
irm was dissolving. By this action, Frost 
then based in Connersville, Indiana 

e Van Amburgh title. At the same 
Henry Barnum (no close relation 


taining the Red unit which would 


8—Lithograph of Van Amburgh’s Golden Chariot. 
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operate as Barnum & Co This same information is given some- 
what less explicitly in an article by Ken Hubbard entitled 
‘Old Overland Circus Days’’ that appeared in the Saturday 
Evening Post for December 8, 1923 


Next, we find a cut of this bandwagon in a Howes Great 
London 1874 courier that is now in the San Antonio Library 
The same courier also illustrates five of the wagons that the 
Howes imported in 1871 and mentions that Henry Barnum is 
the manager. Actually, as it now developes, he and Kelly owned 
the Great London in 1874. Therefore, it is plausible to assume 
that some equipment from the former Red Show was used to 
augment that bought from Howes, With this bandwagon estab- 
lished on Howes Great London, the subsequent circumstances 
that placed it on Barnum & Bailey are not difficult to trace. The 
identification of the Van Amburgh band chariot with Howes 
Great London leads to another possible error in my pamplet 
THE AFFAIRS OF JAMES A. BAILEY. Illustrated on its back 
cover is a bandwagon that, based on what | considered at the 
time to be sufficient evidence, | identified as the Howes Band- 
wagon. Since a show of this size would probably not have two 
similar band chariots, the present conclusions tend to crowd 
this one out of the Howes inventory. However, both of them 


definitely made the European tour with Barnum & Bailey 
Photo No. 9—Forepaugh Parade at Worchester, Mass, in 


1888. American Antiquarian Society Photograph. 
FOREPAUGH FALLS IN LINE 


Several years later, a smidgen of this European Influence 
eventually caught up with Adam Forepaugh. First, in 1878, he 
had an American firm practically copy the Howes Globe Tele- 
scoper (ref: THE TELESCOPING TABLEAUS, page 7, and THE 
GREAT FOREPAUGH SHOW, page 6), and we still have the 
Five Graces Bandwagon as the residual result. A year later, 
the Clipper reported that he imported two more British wagons 
These are possibly the two shown in photo No. 9. Also, while 
not 100 percent conclusive, there is still a preponderance of 
evidence that the St. George and the Dragon Telescoper was 
an importation (ref; THE TELESCCPING TABLEAUS, page 11 


Now, in order to supply all of this merchandise, there 
must have been some factories that our British contemporaries 
have not been able to identify. While Sanger and others, as 
James Sanger recalls, may have constructed much of their 
own parade equipment, the fact that even the export business 

Photo No. 15—The Swan Bandwagon, built for Ringling to the States was considerable surely indicates that firms were 
Brothers Circus in 1907. operating in this specialized field 


Photo No. 16—Bronze Group in Apollo's Pond, Garden of Photo No. 17—Bronze Figure, Garden of Versailles, 
Versailles, France. Photograph by the cuthor. France. Photograph by the author. 
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Parading the Monuments 


Photo No. 10 


We have 
phase of thi 


now come t ne second 


article. There have been 


two notable instances where parade wag 


States were decorated 
art work. The 
Con 


Asia 


ns built in the 
copies of Eur 
these 
Floats 


and Europe, made in 


with pean 


called 
America, Africa 
1903 by Seb 


Since | 


first of were the 
tinental 
astian 
Bailey recorded 
THE TELESCOPING TAB 


repetitive to il 


for Barnum & 
this event in 
LEAUS, it 


lustrate the 


would be toc 


wagons again. However 


since | wrote that pamphlet, | have vi 


Albert Memorial 


the reproduced set of photograph: 


ited the Prince took 
and 
found that the monument actually is in 


Hyde Park 
where | understood it to be. The 


which is about a mile from 
original 
figures are of marble and appear to be 
about 50 


productions 


percent larger than the 


made for the wagon 
from the 


Dear 


three 


known, the figure 
Ford Museum at 
from the 


generally 
Africa is in the 
other 


born, while those 


Page 6 


PHOTOS NUMBERS 10 TO 14 


The Prince Albert Memorial of 
London. The base group 
models for the America, Africa 
Asia, and Europe tab.eaus built for 
the Barnum & Bailey Circus in 1903 
Photographs by the author 


served as 


Ee 


were apparently destroyed many year 

age 
The 

concerns the 


No, 15 
for the Ringling Circus in 


second example in this category 
Swan (Phot 
the Moellers of Barab 

1907, In this 


direct 


Bandwagon 
built by 
instance, there 
fact, the 


was nc copy; ir 


foreign influence was almost 


obscured, Nevertheless, a chain of event 


transpired that permits the inclusion of 


the Swan within the scope of this sub 


ject 


Photo No, 12 


For a 


1661 
arch of 


period of fifty years beginning 


Louis XIV, the Grand Mon 


France, devoted much of hi 


with 


efforts and no inconsiderable part of the 


state revenues to the construction of the 


Versailles Palace. It, together with its 
ranks as one of the 
world. For the 


100 years, the succeeding kings and em 


gardens, deservedly 


showplaces of the next 


peror prodded no doubt by the usual 


female agitation of wives and mistresses 
added to and remodeled it. However 
much 
1837 


drawings, illu 


there does not seem to have been 


alteration in the gardens since 


when an album of line 


trating all of the monuments, basins, 


statues, and bronze 
groups 


was published in the City of Versailles 


plaques, vases 


that are still to be found there 


The copy of this album, given to me 
Moeller 


by lenry had evidently been in 


of Europe 


Photo No. 13 


1894 


never 


his possession 


that 


since Henry al 


stated they had found much 


use for the material in the album, but 


did mark certain drawings for the at 


tention of the wood carvers when the 


Swan Bandwagon was being built. Even 
though these woodcarvers were definitely 
that the 


not copy artists, it is discernible 


suggested drawings influenced them in a 


minor way, particularly in the execution 
of the center carving of the Triton riding 
the dolphin and blowing the conch. On 
my second visit to Versailles in 1960, | 
photographed (No, 16) the bronze group 
Pond that 


tail. Even less faithfully 


in Appollo includes this de 
reproduced is 
the rear 


carving of the lady and her 


young handmaiden, Of the everal or 
iginals of which this might be considered 
have 


appears to be the 


to be a composite, | chosen (Photo 


No. 17) the 
t appropo 

While many 
to visit Versailles, those 


one that 


m 
better 


there are reason 


of you who make 


Photo No. 14 
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seilecting ool, directly behind tre wel. FINANCIAL REPORT, 1961 CHS CONVENTION 


ace, Around each pool are eight bronze’ Joplin, Missouri — August 3,4, 5, 1961 
similar to the one in photograph No. 17 
Over terrace from there and 900 RECEIPTS FROM REGISTRATION $736.75 


yards down a long concourse that take DISBURSEMENTS 


off perpendicular to the aC of the Convention Badges $ 39.11 
palace ou will find Ar nd, Of Circus Ticket 93.00 
course, if you ch herded Banquet 348.95 
through n a guided r, you will Ladies Luncheor 33.43 
m this, along il verythin President's Breakfast 8.29 
el worthwt Versailles i Vases—Ladies Luncheon 19.29 


worth at least a day of your time and i Bus—Columbas, Kansas, Ladies Luncheon & Circus 32.00 
easily reached from Gare St Western Union and Long Distance 


Lazere in Pari arriving at Ver C 


nventicn Printing 


ailles Station In interesting mile F 


tage 
walk to the pal just the right di Gil Gray Certificate 


tance to « i you for the three mile Cuts for Program 


that you should walk to properly see the Mlgcaltgneola?: Expenes 


gardens. The excellent maps in the of 
ficial guide book, procurable in your TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
favorite language at the entrance to the BALANCE 
palace, is all you need to find your way 
around 

Those of you who are familiar with f it has been revised. The revisions are evident that considerably more research 
my pamphlet THE TELESCOPING TAB lely the result of the opportunities that will have to be done before a reasonably 
LEAUS will recognize, just as occurred | have had to do further research as nc complete history on the early American 
before when | published THE GREAT ne but me has challenged the conclu circus parade can be authoritatively set 
FOREPAUGH SHOW, that a little more ions that | drew at that time. It i down 


CHALMER CONDON’S LETTERHEADS 





AND MORE POPULAR 
THAN EVER 
PIONEER SOUTHERN SHOW QUEEN 


PERMANENT ADDRESS 
1215 OAK St 
~ Houston, Texas 
letterhead of Molly A. Bailey’s Great Southern Shows is the vintage of 1913. It is a three color 
job red, | black The type under the flags is blue. To the right the title is in red outlined with black and 


the type as well as the banner, ticket wagon, etc is in red. The background material is all in blue which includes 
the tops and the people 
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Minutes of the Circus Historical Society Twenty-Second Annual Convention 
Joplin, Missouri August 3, 4, 5 — Connor Hotel 


The meeting was opened by C 
tion Chairman, Paul Van Pool 
Mayor C. C. Hayne f the City 
welcomed the members to the 
Joplin. The 
ident C. P. Fox 

It was moved by Sverre Braa 
econded by O. E. Miller th inasmuc 
as the Minute f the last nventi 
had been published in the aindwag 
that the reading of 
with, The 

The 


reply was given by 


them be dispense 


motion was carriec 
annual report w 
read, made 
for member lt showed balance as of 
July 25, 1961 of $2,341.18. A motion 
that this be accepted was made by Sverre 
Braathen and seconded by Don F. Smith 
The motion was carried 

President Fred D. Pfening, Jr., gave 
his annual report. Acknowledgment w 
given to Paul Van Pool for his aid with 
the Convention and to Ned Aitchison for 
his part in preserving the history of the 
Circus by opening the Merle Evan 
Museum in his home in Columbus, Kan 
as. Mention was also given to the nd 
wagon Brochure te thers in 
ubscribing growth in the 
iffiliation 
election pr 


Treasurer's 


and copies were available 


interest 
past year, We 
are continuing Our with the 
C.H.S. International. The 
cedure was explained, with nomination 
going out the middle of August to be 
returned the middle of September 

The matter of old business opened 
with a report that C. H. S. puttons had 
been purchased and sent to all member 

Acknowldgement wa 
genuine calliope player,” guest of 
Marietta, who had 


the citizen in J 


made to “a 
Johnny 
been entertaining 


hnnie’s. calliope 


87 C.H.S. MEMBERS 
AND GUESTS ATTEND 
JOPLIN CONVENTION 


FLORIDA 
Col, William Narramore 


ILLINOIS 
Selwyn 
Paul 


Steve 


INDIANA 
Raymond White 
Mr. and Mrs. Mel Olsen 
Jerry and Larry Olsen 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert King 
Dr. and Mrs. George Meeker 
Mr. and Mrs. O. E. Miller 
Gene Week 


KANSAS 
Mr. and Mr Paul 
Mary Van Pool 
Albert Barnard 
Jim McRoberts 
Mr, and Mrs. Ned Aitchison 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Shanks 
Bette Leonard 
Julian Jimenez 
Mr. and Mrs. Johhny Marietta 
Mr. and Mrs. William Hamlet 


Savage 
Ingrassia 


Seipp 


Van Pool 


Page 10 


guest of Johnny 
for some clarifi 


jenuine calliope 
Robert Grover asked 

cation of the word “‘circusiana He 

thought that the matter of 

might be taken up with 


dictionarie Homer de 


spelling anc 
pronunciation 
the producers of 
Golyer suggestec 
the Libray 
f having it 
Englist 
Don F. Smith of Detroit, Michigar 


reminded present that he was not 
| 


consult with 
with the ide 
part of the 


that we 


accepted 


language 


only the founder of the Circus Historica 
Society, but was also the founder and 
the first editor of the Bandwagon. He 
expressed the feeling that he should be 
recognized on the masthead of the Band. 
wagon. A discussion was held as to the 
wording to be used. A committee con 
isting of M. G. Gorrow, Melvin Olsen 
ind Tom Randolph was appointed t 
take the matter under 
make a suggestion about the w 
Dick Conover brought up the 
f the special art work for covers 
erts in the Bandwagon, suggesting that 
the money spent might be put tc 
better use. A number of 
pressed themselve n the subject. Paul 
Van Pool Svere Braathen though 
that the covers were satisfactory and that 
they added to the “packaging f the 
magazine. Mel Olsen thought some color 
work was to However, Olsen 
offered to get an estimate lamented 
firm with 


Ivisement and 


rding 
matter 
and ir 


members ex 


and 


expensive 
from an Indianapoli whom 
he deals for comparison 

Svere Braathen suggested that we 
might start a column in the 
Under the Marque 


natured in the late 


Bandwagon 
imilar that wa 


formerly fe 4 


lamented 


LOUISIANA 


Mr. and Mr 
Hardy O'Neal 


Percy Osborne 


MICHIGAN 


Don F. Smith 


MISSOURI 
Harry Baltzell 
Marvin Busch 
David Cash 
Mitch White 
Moxey Hanley 
Mr. and Mrs 
LaRoy Redding 
Hans Dulle 
Herbert Hoyt 
Hise Greene 
Foy Cooke 
Everett Eslinger 


Rolla 


Earl Allen 


Stephens and guest 


OHIO 
Albert Conover 
Mr, and Mrs. Richard Conover 
Lloyd Bender 
Fred D. Pfening, Jr 
Eddie Jackson 


Billboard. He also suggested that we 
have an obituray column of cir 
have passed, His idea wa 


each circu’ 


should 
cus folk whi 
to have representative on 


funrish this information 


King, Editor of the Band 
that attention be 
ending in change »f addre 


Agnes W 
wagon, asked more 


as remailing the Bandwagon is very ex 


pensive 


Chappie Fox suggested that one issue 
f the Bandwagon each year be entirel 
Jevoted to the story 
ly on the 
not to be 
Year 

Ned Aitchison of 


sed hi 


f one circu 
that this circu: 


‘Circu 


currer 
road, but 
considered as 


Columbus, Kansa 
appreciation to the 
part in the dedication of the 
Evans Museum at hi 
Ollie Miller of Peru 


an invitation to have the 


expre 


for it 


ociety 
Merle 
home 

Indiana, extend 
1962 Conve 
Peru and advised that the ‘’Cir 
cus City Festival’’ would 
Jates to coincide 


tion in 
udvance it 
with such c 
taken under 


Invention 
advisement 

Don F. Smith of Detroit, Michigan 
presented a motion that a resolution be 
sent to the Kelly-Miller Circu: 
approval of their policy in regard to cir 
cus fans. Frank Van Epps seconded the 
motion and it was passed, with the 
amendment that President Pfening would 
reword the resolution as presented and 


This wa 


expressing 


end it on 
There 
meeting adjourned 
Robert C. King 
Secretary, C. H, S 
By A. W. King 


being no further busine the 


OKLAHOMA 
Gr gger 
Mr. and Mrs 


Harold Field: 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Mr, and Mrs 
Bobbie 


Robert Grover 


Debbie Grover 


and 
TEXAS 
Leonard Farley 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Homer De Golyer 


Tommie Randolph 


Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Cauble 


Tom Scaperlanda 


WISCONSIN 
Mr. and Mrs 
Mr. and Mrs 
Mr. and Mr 
Chappie Fox 


Mitch Gorrow 
Frank Van Epp 


Sverre Braathen 


ALSO 
Gil Gray 
Cleo Plunkett 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hoover 
Mr. and Mrs, Charles Allen anc 
daughter 
Billie Burke 


Buckles and Barbara 
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1961 Circus Historical Society Convention 


JOPLIN, MISSOURI, AUGUST 3-4 AND 5, 1961 


By Bob King in collaberation with Agnes King 


night 
Cc 


2 numt f i ere } and cook “ } 


the Pre 


Augus H 


Hotel 


the nnor tel 


uri. Quite 


aN w quite re 


After 


im 


Thur 
Gil C 
m Centr 
Plunkett ther member 


lumn the | 


th the help of 10-foot | 


Wher 
1 ast 


willing 


the 
their surprise ar 
ident and 
attendance 
By F 
King 


ind Director 


PRESIDENT’S BREAKFAST 


Chappie Fox, Fred D. Pfening, 
Bette Leonard, Sverre Broathen 


King, Dick 
Bob King, 


Agnes Conover, 


greeted Jc 


They Marietta 
vehicle: 


Johnny 


and Fr 


were nny 


Museurr 


at the edge f town and the 


Mariett’s 5 rn wagon was vé much in ev 


pc 
ain Ep j 
pping until their 


dence nk V ined with the local Hig 


band to keep things p ceremonies were 
10 
on the 
Don F 
Jr., President 
Kansas cut 


hand for 


30a Braathen g informative 


life 


m 


f Merle 


Sverre ave very 


at 
Ev and briefly 
Bette Leonard and Chappie F Fre 

f C. H. S. and Mayor Leo Taylor 

the ribbon the 200 


the 


an 


thers spoke 


Smith, 


pening museum were 


dedicati and during first 007 


Musuem.After 
the 


on n 


people visited the the de 


members visited Columbus 


LADIES’ LUNCHEON 


Evelyn Van Pool, 


uvenirs by Mr, William 


Evans is a 
the 


thru and 
of the 
A 


family 


given 


Veer Ferro! 


Meeker, Larue Osborne 


direct 
H 
fried chicker 


affair 


bank rin 


luncheon was held at tel at n 


tyle including and Dick C rH breakfast wa 


fr 


i Pfening 


ervice 


. A. numbe st th 
brought Arkansa r the u at this aff 


both Fre 


m 


the 


and Frank Van Epr 


Ferol Meeker of 
The Circu: Indi 


attendance " s for 


ut Ben Wallace 


rn t 1 took different r Peru, Ini 
p C 

Meeker picked 

A stop 


many 


licious c« 
in 


to Joplin and included at the Columbus newspar ana”. A 


and newsboy George up hi upply ure 


and sold them on the bu was and hi 


museum which contained mineral the 


While 


pecimer After th at 1 p.m lice 
their lunche 


Motel and 


ste 


Bef 
Mickey 


in C 


2 number 


these pe were lumbu: mn re 


ple 
H 


went t 


still at the at this time 


The folks 
3p 


J0ing on and came aw 


wh Columbus did t back to Joplir Evalyn"Van Pool 


until m 


July-August, 1961 


vie 


furnished by 


nishment is 


very 


dies left by bu 
luncheon 


wn 


Ea 


ident 
After 


recepti 


the 


n 


usual 


wn by Tom Scaperlanda 


aw 


see 


shi 


n 


Tom had wn 


f their own 


posting circu 
purchased a lot 
by Bob 
Circu 
they 
the 


isted 
Gil Gre 
high a 


members came 


beyond 
Director's break 
the ak fast 
Secretary-Trea 
Pre 


Braathan 


re 
Past ident 


Sverre 


Fritzie Conover 


Pool 


Paul Van 


air, mostly about 


diana, presented 
appreciative 


that many of u: 


Jidoes 


for the Mickey 


we were 


suite and the 


had «¢ out of 
ch 


received 
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I hi 
Museurr 
Ch 


Time wa 
included Le 


O. E. Miller. A 
The 


nard Farley appie 


Certific 
tman Kod 
lide presentat 
ther g re 
The 
good member R 
Robert Hi 


mod A 


and highly pri 


them highlight of thi 


receive 
lla Stephen 
Jrawing 


1 won his own clown p 


1 with uthern h 


to Mrs. Rot 


enlighten 


true 


ert ver wh 


certainly the Dunm 


Everyone there was enthra 


After the banquet, every: 


with the helf 


A NEW CHS MEMBER 


Cleo Plunket, General Equestrian Director, 


i NO LADDER 
poken 
lith 


heet wa 
member 
ome very rare ling 
Circu 


Saturday Ah S 


early—we stayed 
Id friendships were 


A feature of Matinee 


renewe 


the 
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Gil 


ody at the nite show—and enjoyed 


their Busses made round 


There 


inte 


first circus 


tel to the circus ground were 


ts in the circus for us to g¢ great 


uffice it to say that all acts were of 


the utmost of our ability 


Helen 


a with 


were enjoyed t 


venti Johnny and Marietta 


wntown Joplin their 


AND SO GOODBYE 


And Gil Gray At The End Of A Splendiforous 
Convention 


Van Pool 


hiny 
Many 


me in 


and their 
udly in front of the H« 
Marietta’s at 


Id circus music 
tel 


the their h 


ynvention would be complete 
aul Van Pool, Rolla Stephens 
altzell, Foye Cooke, Herbert 
d hostess Evelyn Van Pool 
Nothing left 


y Reding and Steve 


this ¢ 
Harry 
everything 


LaR 


running 


was 
must give tt t Seipp 
and taking 
Our 
number of 


eding’s Mother 


their untirir r in errand care 


that came along further thank 


merchants, and 


must mention who came 


moment 


on until the wee hour 


ful Convention 


Grav Circus 


18 is of David Hoover and Tom 
Gil Gray Circus 


aid to be the 


1 with the Tom. 


largest li 


pecially designed 


The 
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John A. Strong Circus 


By Douglas Lyon 


this small circus has been playing the 


s the smallest tented circus United 


in the 
State 


It’s big tor round with | 20’ middle 


surround the one 


piece. Four 


ecticns of seat 


ring. The side poles 


have nN painted candy-stripped 


Also carried on the show is a 20’x40’ tent used as a 


menagerie for th 


The w owned animals 
Tiny Tim 
five js, Black Beauty 
These 

after the 


animal 


consist of a chimp, 
Charles 
Smokey, 


Toby Tyler 
and Major Mite 
Skippy 
Menagerie 


three ponie Prince and 


Copper and Ginger 


exhibited in the tent before and 


how 


The 


scheme 


show truck line-up is listed as follows with color 


Studebaker—Seats, Props, Ring curb, side 


and C 


wall Ncession: 


Orange Trailer 


White 


Clown sleeping quarters 
Chevrolet—Carries dogs and chimp. 
and White 


trailer-—Hauls ponies and can- 


ey i 


NT 


PN) nina 
iin: H 


Clown Larry Tariel, Ken Willer (Fritz Hans), 
and John A. Strona, Jr. 


Toby Tyler, 


July-August, 1961 


aie 


= oe 
Rese. 


Copt. Merrill Heuer’s Cage Trailer 


Left in winter quarters is a white 
Los Angeles dates. The 
tion wagon and house trailer that travel with the 

Capt. Merrill Heu 
buffalo and pony and a 28 
Capt 
a pony Apache 


concession trailer used 


in the area Strong's also have a sta 


show 


r owns a yellow truck which hauls his 
yellow trailer with four sections for 
a North 


a timber wolf 


his wild animals Heuer own American Bison 


called Geronim« Fang; and tw 


lions, Major and 
The show i 


wild animal cage in the 


Scrapper 


presented in one ring in the with the 


The 


made up 


tent 
tent 


and is 


backyard behind the 
10 feet high 


These 


steel 


arena is 20 feet in diameter and 


of twelve five foot sections sections are carried under 


the cage trailer 


The program is listed as follows 
1. Chimp Act—Toby 
Clown—Larry Ta 
Dog Act with Larry 
Hans—Juggling and Roly Boly 


Merrill Heuer and his Major 


Tyler 


riel 


and John Strong 


Tariel and John A 


Strong 


Fritz 


Capt 


lion 





Clown unicy 
Pony Act w 
Fritz Har 


Clown 


Capt 
Ken Willer 
The 
for other dat 
The 
the Buffal 
with the pe 
Th 
June 
June 
June 
June 


June 


Thi 
Sells Flot 
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phot 
The 


California 
Calif 
Calif 


Calif 


3 Petaluma, Calif 


Napa, Calif 
noma, Calif 


McHenry 


eburg 


Shopping Center, Modesto, 


Oregon 


alem, Oregon 


Calif 


resno, Calif 


15, the show 
tart playing 


for the 


will return to it’s Thousand 


chools and shopping centers 


rest of the winter 


taken at Pleasanton, Calif 


Angeles, March 24, 1908 


1908 


The 
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Hoxie Bros. Circus, Season 1961 


Reviewed at Bridgeport, Pa., July 10 
By Wm. Elbirn 


The rumbling of a circus contracting battle that erupted 
this season belittles anything seen in recent years on the East 
ern seaboard. Attempting to fill the void left by the Ringling 
show circuses of all sizes have filled the East from Maine to 
Florida, Beatty-Cole, Wallace, Hunt, Beers-Barnes and King 
all made the Spring dates up the coast and around Philadelphia 
until Memorial Day and then headed for New York and the 
New England states there to be joined by both Kelly-Miller 
and Mills. 


Also joining in the contest is a revived show, not seen for 
several seasons, Hoxie Bros. Circus owned and operated by 
L, B. Hoxie’ Tucker, This smallie struggled through a wet 
Spring after opening at Adele, Ga., on April 8 then when the 
larger shows left the area, finally hit a solid two months of 


business in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 


Mr. Tucker has a small but efficient staff includes Edw Elbirn Photo 


Mathers and ‘‘Doc’’ Bartok, of med show fame, contracting Ticket Wagon, Hoxie Bros, Circus 
Sam Warren, purchasing agent and utility; Mrs. Bartok, treas 
urer, Mrs. Tucker, inside reserves; Frank Silverlake and Leonard 
Grain, big top; Carl Nelson, concessions and Lee Bradley, an 


nex 


The show owned equipment is painted in lavender and 
lettered in red and moves on the following six pieces: semi 
big top poles, seats and marquee; semi, bull, 6 liberty horses 
and donkey; semi, office, concessions and sleeper; straight 
bed, light plant and mechanical; straight bed, big top canvas; 
trailer, cookhouse, pulled by light plant truck. All equipment 
is in excellent condition. There are several pieces of privately 
owned equipment in the backyard including two trucks and 
trailers of Lee Bradley's that carry the annex and stock 
The show is heavy on lead stock and includes a bull, 12 
old Dinah, and a six up liberty group, both purchased 
from Bill Morris, brahma bull of Dave Woods, donkey and 
about ten horses belonging to others on the show. A very im 
pressive array of horse flesh for a show of this size Hemphill Photo 


yeor 


Big Top, Hoxie Bros. Circus 


Elbirn Photo 
Dave Wood and Doris Morris with Concert Stock, Elbirn Phote 
Hoxie Bros. Circus and Marguerite Caroly, Hoxie Bros. Circus 
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The canvas includes a sixty with three thirtys of push pole The performance runs about 75 minutes and varies slight 
construction for big a twenty by twenty marquee and from day to day. The listing on this day ran as follows 
a canvas fly ov c use. A larger big p is ir 
for nex 
lanaer principal riding 

ttle gag, Frank Chesire 
& Monkey Jeanette Silverlake 
Christy Haupt 
Chesire and Onions Bradley 
Silverlake 
PR he, Jing mechanic, Lee & Hazel Bradley 
how that has r friend igt oF ) ‘ ncert announcement 
the fact no phor used and the sponsor In make a re vockabout comedy, Onions Bradley 
adders, Christy Haupt & Jeanette Silverlake 
rguerite Koroly, six horse liberty act and specialty 


to their financial dealing i e sends everyor m 3. Bull, Dinah, presented by Frank Silverlake 


happy 
ncert is presented by Chip & Doris Morris with 

Seating ha n both front and back end ah, pos i dancing h with Dave Wood and his brahma 
even high n nule providing comedy relief. Onions Bradley also does 


high reserve A 4 
whip cracking 


tat bliia ard ve or cadet and ena ; Fans are always welcomed on the lot and Mr. and Mr 
quarter a i pole are 1 and ted | are Tucker are very genial host This show should make a lot 
four bulb cluster in eac center pole and p j more friends before closing into Miami quarters, probably in 


Chrysler ne a 7% kw and th de v late November 


1911-Old & New Circus Photos-1961 


4 Forepaugh-Sells 
Circus Parade 91 

2 Hagen Bros. Circus 96 400 Circus Lithographs 1-Sheets, 
Circus World 
Museum 96 
Kelly-Miller 96 
Famous Cole Circus 196 a | have lithos from Ringling, Barnum, 
Royal American Forepaugh, Sells, Robinson, Robbins, 
Shows 96 Barnes, Sells-Floto, Hagenback, Cole, 
R.B.& B.B 96 Dailey, Russell, Seils - Sterling, Main, 
Hunt Bros 96 Downie, Haag, Dan Rice, Beatty—a!- 


Gollmar Bros most every circus from 1895 to present 
approximately 1905-1916 


Mills Bros 


Circus Lithographs 


V2-sheets, 14x40 streamers. 





day 











Send for list covering about every pos- 
sible circus 


WHAT DO YOU NEED? 


& LITHO LIS 


Frank L. Van Epps 
J. BEARDSLEY Box 59, 


451 W. Mifflin St. MADISON, WIS. PORTAGE, WIS. 


The BANDWAGON 





FAVOUR 


TREASURER’'S REPORT 


Circus Historical Society 


JULY 1, 1960 TO JULY 25, 1961 


CASH ON HAND JUNE 30, 1960 __~-- an ee ee Nyse] 


RECEIPTS 


Dues... Ct ee ere Beeena, $2;9595 15 
Subscriptions to Bandwagon _- oe ’ a 355.50 
Old Bandwagons Sold L 244.65 
Bandwagon Ads ~~~ me ae Se ae eA See ee ee 320.25 
Christmas Ads __~~- i = = 110:75 
South Bend Convention Receipts —_- 1,052.00 
Miscellaneous Receipts ~~ Z a : “ = 5,080.86 


$6,757.60 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Bandwagon Printing ~---- Seer <= $2,162.41 
Bandwagon Cuts a E 594.78 
Bandwagon Postage --~-- mee wan 250.47 
South Bend Convention Expense ~~ s 976.82 
Stamps and Other Postage ~~ ie 232.99 
Flowers ~~ af Sa - 2 : 20.00 
Buttons and Envelopes - = TDi2T 
Miscellaneous Printing i : 5 at: 67.46 
Miscellaneous _~_- 


Total Disbursements __~_~- - = : $4,416.42 


BALANCE JULY 25, 1961 ~--- = sae $2,341.18 








LLL 
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FOR YOUR CIRCUS COLLECTION 


ONE SHEET LITHOGRAPHS 


Ringling-Barnum 
-igmy Elephants 

argantua (three style 
Frank Buck Portrait 
Liberty E dwagor 
Chariot Rac 
Head f 


Barnum & 


two style 
Ringlings & 


Bailey 


Hagenbeck-Wallace 
very nice 
back 
Parade 
Denton n 


telling of 
Dorothy 
Trapeze, very nice 

Wild West Champions 
Fine Clown with Donkey 
Extremely nice Clown 
Bill with group of pic 
ture nN poster 

Fine Tiger Head 


Cole Bros. 


Girl on horse, beautiful 
Id-time style 

Harietta, equestrienne 
tyle 3.00 
tent Id 


old-time 
1935 Lot 
time 


Clyde 


scene 
tyle 
Beatty in 
three jifferent 
Train unloading 
Circu f All No 
spec, and flag 
1935 Boat Unloading 


3.00 
1935 
00 
1935 00 
1935 
2.50 


3.00 


NOTE: Order 


being 


Money 


Order 


CIRCUSIANA MART 


Check r 


2 NEW SETS 
35mm Circus Slides 


Kelly-Miller Circus, 1958 
Cages, animals, colorful 
trucks, wagons, etc 


Set #1—15 Slides $3.50 


Ringling-Barnum, 1952 —_Ha- 
vana, Cuba,—Animals, Spec 
Girls, Clowns, Wagons, etc 
Set #10—22 Slides $5.00 


AL HALPERN 
3210 Eisenhower Drive 
McKEESPORT, PENNA. 
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accepted for 


1935 Two Hemisphere Band. 
wagon and Parade 
M Clyde Beatty 
and elephant 
Clown Band 
in title 


Id-time 


2.50 
tiger 

3.00 
also Beat 
ty name 
Fine style 
menagerie 


O’Brien 


rider 


Jennie horse 
on Family 

Girls standing 
in Tongue 

the Second 
the 


Jumt 
Allan 


Cage 


Robbins Bros. 
Menagerie 
Fine litho 


Big 


King in 


of Hoot Gib- 


in Unloading 
bbin 


Tom Mix 
Inside the 

Wire Walker 
picture 

Jungle Odditie 
Wonderful view 
and Child 
k Flying Arbaugh 


ind Tony, heac 


f Mix 


$2.00 


Add 


2515 Dorset Rd. 


MODERN 
CIRCUS PHOTOS 


BEATTY-COLE 
BEERS-BARNES 
CRISTIAN! BROS. 

WALLACE BR 


CARSON & BARNES 
HAGEN BROS. 
MILLS BROS 

FAMOUS COLE 

5x7" Beautiful Color or Black & White 


Write for new list and sample photo 


HAYES GANIARD 
CLARKLAKE, MICHIGAN 


Publication Date Nov 


C 


WwW. L. Main 
Wire Act 
Animal Act 
Downie Bros. 
1936 
1936 


Horse 2 
Charles 


Girl standing on 
Portrait of 
Sparks 


PROGRAMS 


Barnum & Bailey 
Barnum & Bailey 
Cole Bros. 1929 

Gentry Bros. 1928 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Miller 101 Ranch 
Miller 101 Ranch 
Miller 101 Ranch 
Ringling Bros 

Ringling-Barnum 
Ringling-Barnum 
Ringling-Barnum 
Sparks 1927-31 


CIRCUS ROUTE BOOKS 
Cole rc 1937 
Cole s. 1941-1943 
Downie Bros. 1927 
Howes Gt, London 1920 
Walter L. Main 1920-21 
Tom Mix 1937 
Ringling Bros. 1892 
Ringling Barnum 1937-38-39 
ea 


1908 
1914 


1914 

1927 

31-32 ea 
33-34-35 

1914 

1925 

1928 


1915 
1922-23 
1928 

1930-32 ea 


ea 


NEUAANESANNWAWWAN 


ea 


ea 


1Otk 


50 cents for Postage 


OLUMBUS 21, OHIO 


NEW PRICE LIST 


35mm Circus Slides 
IN GORGEOUS COLORS 


Send 25c for sample title slide 
and new price list #4, just print- 
ed. Over 700 different 
slides available 


circus 


AL HALPERN 
3210 Eisenhower Drive 
McKEESPORT, PENNA. 





